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00:04 
CD: ‘Kay 


JR: (Colonel Iliss?) been picked up...to be, um, mess duty in the chief’s 
quarters, mainly... getting sandwiches and stuff ready for them. 
(Cause)...end of the day they were busy too and they come down there 
to get something to eat. Now I was helping down there, and you could 
step out from the chief’s quarters and you were right on the main 
deck. And I was on the main deck when colors went. And I was 
looking over there and you could see all those fires and everything, it 
looked terrible, and I was amazed, and then colors went. Everybody 
saluted and brought the flag down, and I thought we have survived 
another day. We have survived the day. I remember that real well. It 
looked like...on the 5th when they come in there, around the harbor, 
and all the sailors on the rattle posts had to wait till you get around 
the bend, then you see all the might of the American Navy. Ours eyes 
were open then when we saw battleship row and all the ships in there, 
quite a sight. Then the next day it was (um) all just the opposite. But 
we knew we were in for a war, a long war. Uh, I stayed on the ship for 
the entire length of the war. And once you get a regular station, an 
important station, you don’t ever get transferred to new construction 
like a lot of fellows did. But it was home to me, you know. Uh when I 
come home on liberty and when we get the week at home I could 
hardly wait to get to San Francisco...back, and get with my friends 
and get aboard the ship. It was home. I know one night in San 
Francisco the ship was docked down there and...late at night and...1 
was uh on liberty, and I walked down and got on the ship, and I saw 
our ship anchor-...tied up over there, dark, oh...what a happy feeling I 
had going down the gangway down and...the lights on...it’s like I was 
home. We loved that ship. We always felt well of our officers too. 


02:37 
CD: Could you tell us the rainbow story again? 


JR: Yes. I was topside, and the ships had been fired all through that 
first phase. Thousands of rounds of ammunition had exploded in the 


03:17 
CD: After the attack, or during the attack, what was going on onboard 
the Honolulu? 


JR: Well everybody was fighting, I’ll tell y ou that. They were...the 
guns were firing I would say within five minutes. The ready boxes 
were locked, and in the ready boxes also... the firing pins; they had to 
get the firing pins out for the five-inch guns. We had that all done. 
They just took a big sledge hammer and knocked the locks off of ‘em. 
Cut the awning down, and cleared the ship for action, and were firing 
within five minutes. The...you go topside the second...phase and look, 
all the...guns got red hot, the paint was peeling off of ‘em, and... but 
everybody was ready to go there. Ammunition was in the guns waiting 
for us...to start firing, they’re ready...ammunition coming up on the 
ready...trays, whatever they call - I forgot a lot of this... and 
everybody was ready to go. Ol’ Big Smith was over there, he had the 
starboard side, and he had the big telephone, and he was standing 
back there, and all had his guns all ready to fire. Everybody was at it 
and working hard. (04:36) There was an incident that happened that 
day though, I should probably tell you about. It was kind of second 
hand but I know it happened. Up at the paint locker they were told to 
clear the ship for action. And the guy, the petty officer in charge of 
the paint, he wasn’t going to do that. Good paint, he was not going to 
throw that overboard. And so...somebody back there told him to throw 
it overboard and they started fighting. Up on the quarter...up on the 
deck the captain, or the officer up there, saw them fighting down 
there. He told the master of the arms to go down there and shoot that 
guy. He was telling that himself...later on...in the...(‘lectric shop?), he 
says you know I wasn’t going to let that guy shoot me. He said, he was 
shake him like that, he said, “I’ve been told to shoot you.” He said, “I 
was already planning to go overboard. I’m a good swimmer. I was 
gonna jump overboard,” heh. But that never come about; never heard 
any more about that. 


05:40 
CD: How did you clean and prepare the ship? 


JR: What? 


CD: How...did you see any ways to prepare the ship to get back 
underway? 


JR: Y’know...uh, two days later, that’s when they got the Pennsylvania 
out of the dry dock, we went into dry dock and we’s in there for 
about...three weeks, two or three weeks, getting the ship repaired. 
And uh...the...uh Quincy...two destroyers in the dry dock...the Q- 
Quincy and the Downes I believe are, are the two of ‘em, I forget the 
names of ‘em, and they been heavily damaged, and when they uh went 
in they flood the dry dock, and so they came up, and...then they pump 
the water out, and put the (width?) and the hull of the ship in place, 
Quinc...I can’t remember the two names of those two destroyers, but 
they’d float up and down, (they ships in water?). They were heavily 
damaged, oh they in bad shape. (06:40) But uh...we’s in there about 
three weeks, the dry dock. Then we came back to the States, we took 
a convoy to the States, mainly officers...and their children, and uh... 
San Francisco, and we had the 3-inch guns replaced with 1.1’s at the 
time. Uh...quite a bit of work done. They were working...the Navy 
yard was operating day and night then too, 


07:16 
CD: What’s the one thing you remember most about December 7, 
1941? 


JR: Well... probably the end of the day when colors were sounded, and 
the flag was brought down, and we were still afloat. We hadn’t been 
wiped out yet. 


07:39 
CD: Have you been back to the memorial? 


JR: Yes. I was back there at one of the national conventions. However 
get...I think it was the 40". 


07:50 
CD: When you go out on the Arizona, out there onto that memorial, 


JR: Yeah I been over it, you know...(um) you get over and look down 
and yes. 


CD: When you’re out there what thoughts are in your mind? 


08:06 

JR: Well how silly war is. You know, all the people...lives were lost. ... 
See there was a lot of stories about, see Japan was an imperialistic... 
like every other country was...we had the Philippines, and all of 
Guam, and all of that...and they all...more territory, and they was 
needing all of...and the like, and they wanted to expand. And we were 
putting an embargo, so we were causing trouble on that... so what’s to 


do with the attack I guess. No, uh...wars are...not necessary unless 
you are invaded by another country. You don’t attack a country 
because you want to take them over, or you want to make them like 
you. America has been a country that’s...if only if they are attacked do 
we fight back, and then we give it everything... I think we’ve, if you 
gonna really fight back that means you have the draft, everybody’s 
involved. You don’t have some sitting on the sideline...and others 
doing the work. And also you pay for it. We did in World War II, it was 
payed for...as we went. 


09:28 
CD: Were you surprised at the attack on December 7? 


JR: Yes. You see uh, (chuckles) yes I was very surprised. I-I-I thought 
we were invincible. I didn’t think anybody’d attacked...I felt pretty 
safe in the Navy. But after that I never did want to miss any of the 
action. Got down to the South Pacific. We were really...strung out if 
we thought we didn’t get to go on... some part of an action that was 
take - going to take place, we went uh up a slot every other night...for 
a year or so I think. Then we went up to S...Saipan, Guam, (Tenyan?), 
Philippines, all through all of - the Mariana’s. We saw a lot of action, 
but I didn’t want to miss any of it, I wanted to get to Japan, to Tokyo. 
(10:25) We got all the way to Leyte, and that’s where we had a bad 
torpedo, hit us right in the plotting rooms, central station in the 
forward diesel, killed an awful lot of men. I had just been transferred 
out of there...two weeks before, when I made First Class-in-acting- 
Chief and put in charge of distribution, and I’d have been down there 
just sure as the world, and they were all wiped out. In fact, we had 
just gone to condition two, and I had come off watch in the forward 
engine room, I had the bo-switch board down there, and I said we 
were down there listening and we tried to find out what all was going 
on over on the island. And there at Leyte...MacArthur had just gone 
ashore, and said, “I have arrived,” and we heard that. About that time 
they said, “Set condition affirm,” and that’s when that Japanese plane 
stepped in and dropped a torpedo, and hit us right at mid-ship. In fact 
right before that I was thinking about going down in the plotting 
room, I knew ‘em all down there, and find out what was going on, they 
were pretty well up on everything, but for some reason I didn’t. I was 
tired, and I’d had a generator, a big fan motor...we rode a hurricane 
in...to the Philippines, uh...and we’d taken water, and I was trying to 
get it taken care of, and I knew I had to get back on that so I thought 
I’d better get some rest. (12:00) Or I’d have been down there when it 
hit. I missed it about five minutes. 


12:10 
CD: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for us today? 


JR: (It) to be alert. Be alert... If you need to be used, why you do 
what’s right. But you don’t attacked another country that hasn’t 
attacked at you first. 


12:33 

CD: There’s about a million-and-a-half visitors who are going to go to 
the memorial every year, to pay respects and to learn about this 
history. As someone who saw that day, and experienced that day, 
what would you like to say to those people? 


CD: Very good- 
JR: a long war. 


(Brief crew interruption) 
13:27 
JR: See I got out and the...went to college on the G.I. Bill of Rights. 


CD: Hold on one second J.R. 

(Crew interruption. Apparently there was talking in the 
hallways during JR’s previous response) 

(Repeats previous question) 

What would you say to visitors who go out to the Arizona Memorial? 


13:57 

JR: Well I’d say there’s a lot of...sailors down there, they’re dead, and 
they all have loved ones, and some of the loved ones are still alive. 
And it’s a very s-...it’s a very sad experience to go above there, to the 
Arizona. Well the Utah you know has quite a few of ‘em down there, 
and it too, it turned over and the old ship was made to a target ship, 
got a lot of lumber topside, American planes would bomb it in 
practice. It turned over, it’s still there, there’s still about 30- 
something in it. It doesn’t get the notoriety that the Arizona gets. In 
fact the uh West Virginia- 


(Airplane Interruption at 14:45) 


16:14 
CD: J.R., is there anything I haven’t asked you about Pearl Harbor and 
your experience there that you think is an important part of the stoy? 


JR: Well the important part of the story was first, December the 7, um, 
uh the night before, the b- lights on the ships, and the music, and the 
gay at the end...of the sailors on liberty, then the first phrase of the 
uh...time I was in the pl-...in the ammunition was...I - the lights went 
out, and the bomb went off, and I went out there, that was an 
experience, and I got that. Then the end of the day, when the old chief 
put his arm around me, said were in the veterans together today, uh... 
and I went topside and the colors went and... everybody stood at 
attention, and saluted, and I said, thought in my mind, we have 
survived the day. We’re still here. We had a lot of damage done. 
(17:20) A lot of lives lost. We lost 500,000 men in World War II. 
That’s a lot, half a million. My wife said after, during the first year of 
the war, was uh the first year she said, all the young men were gone 
in their little town of Buf-... to the service. The women were gone too. 
They had gone to the plants to make airplanes, and shipyards, and I 
said it’s sort of a strange world. We don’t have that today. (18:17) If 
you’re gonna fight a war that’s the way they should be fought. But 
only after you’ve been attacked. I can’t see that, not. That’s about all I 
have. It’s been a long time. I did go, after I got out of the service, I got 
my bachelor’s degree and my master’s degree, Bachelors at K.U., K- 
State, and Masters at Emporia State Teacher’s College, and I taught 
school for about 30 years, and I was a principal for about 15 or 17 
years. 


18:57 
CD: That’s great J. R.. J.R. thank you so much for sharing your story 
today. 


JR: Well...you know...when you get my age you have to think about 
what you gonna say. Heh... 


(ROOM TONE STARTS AT 19:45) 
Camera gets some interesting shots during the room tone. Slow zoom, 


pans, rack focus. 


21:40 
END OF TAPE 


